U.S. Tour June 26-29, 2014
LEARN WHAT’S NEW IN CONSERVATION AGRICULTURE

JUNE 26
USDA-ARS-NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS RESEARCH LAB
MANDAN, ND
The Northern Great Plains Research Laboratory (NGPRL) is one of over 90 USDA Agricultural Research Service facilities
in the U.S. The NGPRL conducts multi-disciplinary research to develop environmentally sound practices that add value
to agricultural systems in the Great Plains. Current research includes integrated crop livestock systems, cover crops and
crop diversification. Pioneering no-till research was conducted with the establishment of the farm in 1984, and the entire
farm has now been managed using no-till for over 10 years.
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JUNE 27
BROWN RANCH
BISMARCK, ND
Since 1991, Gabe Brown has focused on building soil health through holistic management by using zero-till cropping
systems, mob grazing, multiple cover crop species and cash crop rotations and cow-calf and grass finished livestock
operations.
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BURLEIGH COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT: MENOKEN FARM
MENOKEN, ND
The Menoken Farm is a soil quality demonstration farm consisting of 150 acres demonstrating methods to build soil
health. Cover crop mixes, compost and compost tea are demonstrated along with the integration of grazing management
by livestock. The farm recently added a no-till garden to demonstrate no-till gardening techniques.
ON-A-SLANT VILLAGE
MANDAN, ND
The On-A-Slant Indian Village is a 400-year-old Mandan Indian Village, which thrived for 200 years. The Mandan consisted
of hunters and gardeners who lived in permanent villages. Five reconstructed earth lodges are available for touring.

Jay Fuhrer, NRCS-Bismarck, ND

KENNY MILLER FARM
MANDAN, ND
Kenny Miller is a producer located 25 miles south of Mandan, ND. He operates over 2,000 acres of range and cropland,
both dry land and irrigated, alongside the beautiful Missouri River. Currently, most of his acres are used for grazing of beef
cows with the goal to convert the cropland back to grazing lands by using cover crop mixes to restore soil health. The
National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service featured Miller in a case study examining his operation.
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JUNE 28
BIEBER FARMS
TRAIL CITY, SD
In addition to 500 head of cattle, Rick Bieber and his son Ben grow numerous crops in a diverse no-till management
system. Rick converted his farm to no-till over 20 years ago and has since become passionate about building soil
biology. Rick has become respected for his expertise in soil health and no-till farming.
HOLZWARTH FARMS
GETTYSBURG, SD
Ralph Holzwarth was one of the primary founding members of the Dakota Lakes Research Farm and played a vital
role in laying the groundwork for it to become what it is today. He was also one of the first producers in South Dakota
to adopt a diverse no-till crop production system. In the 1990s, Ralph sold all of his conventional till equipment and
converted his entire operation to a true conservation agriculture system. The water use efficiencies associated with
long-term adoption of these practices allowed Ralph to covert his irrigated land back to rain-fed production.
CRONIN FARMS
GETTYSBURG, SD
The Cronin family farm is now in its fourth generation, integrating grain and livestock operation with 800 beef cows
that graze native pastures in the summer and utilize cropland during the rest of the year. They have over 3,000
hectares of crop land, most of which is rain-fed. The operation moved to a no-till crop production system about 20
years ago with the help of the farm’s agronomy manager, Dan Forgey. Cronin farms focuses on soil health across all
acres and in every aspect of their farm. The core belief of the operation is if they “take care of their land, it will take
care of them.” Cronin Farms was the recipient of the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) Farmer
Rancher grant in 2007.
KINKLER FARMS
ONIDA, SD
About 20 years ago, Kent Kinkler, his brother Brian and their father, Ken, began to adopt reduced tillage systems and
added some crop diversity. They fairly quickly transitioned into diverse crop rotations and low-disturbance seeding.
Kent and Brian operate a substantial amount of land with minimal hired labor. They currently grow winter and spring
wheat, corn, soybeans, sunflowers, grain sorghum, flax and some dry peas and beans. All crops are rain-fed. Visitors
will see top-notch grain handling and machinery maintenance facilities. They will also see a Big Bud tractor that is still
used as the primary power for seeding operations. This machine usually attracts many photographers.

Gabe Brown, Burleigh County, ND
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JUNE 29
THE DAKOTA LAKES RESEARCH FARM
PIERRE, SD
The Dakota Lakes Research Farm is a combination research and production facility that is a cooperative venture of
South Dakota State University and the farmer owners of the Dakota Lakes Research Farm Corporation. Visitors will
see firsthand the irrigated and rain-fed soil property differences that have developed under 24 years of different
rotational schemes. They also will be able to walk behind a moving sprinkler that is applying 50mm of water in seven
minutes with no runoff on silt loam and clay soils.
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